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Ustmg of ciaims : 

Claims 1-9 (Canceled) 

Claim 10 (Currently Amended): A device for holding at least 1w6 obfong 

articles in an essentia!!y parallel arrangement, the device comprising; 

a receiving part having an operi side for the introduction of the articies 
and a closed side which encloses a t'eceiving: space for fecelving the articies, 
the reeejvihg part having an abutment section on which the first articie 
introdticed into the receiving part engages- 
spring ejements eonnected with the receiving part for fixing the articles 
in the receiving space, one of the spring elements being configured as a 
locking tongue moveabie transversely to the longstudinai direction of the 
receiving part between a rest position and a deflected position, the iocking 
tongue comprising 

a free end having a bent receiving section for receivinglhe first 
article; and 

an articulating element between the receiving section and the 
open side of the receiving part, the articulating element protmding into 
the receiving space when the iocking ^aBge tong ue is in the rest 

position; 

wherein fntroduction of the first articie into the receiving portion 
dispfaces the free end of tfie loijking tongue into tiie deflected position when 
the articuiafing eiement contacts the first article; 
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wherein further introduction of the article into the receiving portion 
causes the first article to rest on tt^e abutment section, the receiving section 
esngaging the first article sucti that the locking tongue returns to, and becoro^s 
iocked in, the rest position, the articulating eiement being arranged between 
two areas of the receiving space that-each receive one of the articles. 

Glalm ll {Previously Presented); Device according to Glairrt 1p wherein the 
side of the reeeivihg section facing the first article is configured in a<5Gordance 
with the abutment section. 

Claim 12 (Previously Presented): Device according to ciaim 10 wherein the 

articulating element exhibits a front section and a back section that corne 
together in a break region that projects into the receiving space, 

Claim 13 (Previously Presented): bevice according to claim 10 further 
comprising at least one additional spring element that lies opposite the 

articulating element. 

Claim 14 {Previously Presented): Device according to ciaim 1 3, wherein 
each spring element that lies opposite the articulating element is configured 
as a counter-tongue with a projection that lies opposite the most raised region 
of the artieuiating element 
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Claim 15 {Previously Presented): Device according to claim 14 wherein 
each prolection is formed by a frprit section and a back section which come 
together m a break region that pi-ojeets into the receiving space. 

Claim 16 (Previously Presented): Device according to claim 11 wherein the 
articulating element exhibits a frontsection and a back section that come 
togetier in a break region M prpjecte into Itse reiseiving space- 
Claim 17 {Previously Presented): Device according to claim 11 further 
comprising at least one additional spring element that lies opposite the 
ailiculatjng element 

Claim 18 (PreviQusIy Presiented): Device according to claim 12 further 
cbmprisirig at least one additional spring element that lies opposite the 
aiiiculatsng eiement. 

Claim 19 (Previously Presented): Device according to cfaim 10 wherein the 
articulating element, when locked in the rest positipn, prevents the second 
article from contacting the first article. 



